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University-Industry Relations

THE BIRTHPLACE OF BIOTECHNOLOGY, and the source of much of its
continuing inspiration, is academia. Researchers in university
biomedical laboratories, funded largely by the federal govern-
ment, developed almost all the basic techniques that have given rise to
biotechnology. In turn, these researchers were among the first to
recognize the commercial potential of the new techniques, and many of
them were among the founders and first employees of the new
biotechnology companies.

All the firms involved in biotechnology remain vitally interested in
the research being conducted in universities and other institutions.
These companies view the universities as sources of new ideas and
innovative techniques, as suppliers of trained employees and talented
consultants, and even as customers for research equipment and other
products. The extremely rapid pace of research in molecular biology
puts a premium on staying at the forefront of the field. Companies
realize that one of the best ways to do this is through exposure of their
scientists to people working on basic research problems. Furthermore,
such exposure can provide these companies with a window on the

This chapter includes material from the presentation by David M. Kipnis at the
symposium.
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